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                Name: Leslie Nawirridj  

DOB: 1961  

Language: Kunwinjku  

              Subject Skin: Balang  

Moiety: Dhuwa  

 

 

The Kunwinjku Aboriginal People come from the Liverpool River and Mann 
River regions of Western Arnhem Land in the Northern Territory of Australia.   

 
Leslie is a traditional owner of Mand-dedj-ka-djang 
outstation on the Liverpool River, upstream from 
Maningrida. 
 
Leslie paints in the traditional form of his ancestors, 
whose original work is the rock art of Western  
Arnhem Land.  The rock art, painted thousands of 
years ago, is a priceless relic of an ancient  
indigenous culture. 
 

Leslieôs subjects are the flora and fauna which inhabit the freshwater billa-
bongs, floodplains, and escarpment of his country.  This painting is a native 
dingo hunting for food.   
 
The particular pattern of  
fine-line cross hatching used 
(called rarrk) is unique to  
Kunwinjku Aboriginal art.   
Leslie produce a high quality 
rarrk, with great precision, 
which comes from many years 
of practice.  He uses bristles 
found inside the stem of a reed 
to paint the rarrk. 
 
 

Also go to: www.kunwinjku -aboriginal -art.com  

 

 


